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MRS. DOROTHY MITCHELL NORWOOD, 95, of Huntington, widow of Clarence
Milton Norwood, passed away Sunday, January 18, 2004, in Cabell Huntington
Hospital. Funeral services will be conducted 2 p.m. Wednesday, January 21, 2004,
at Chapman's Mortuary, Huntington, with the Rev. Gary L. Patton, Ph.D., officiating.
Burial will follow in Spring Hill Cemetery. She was born July 31, 1908, in Rome, N.Y.,
a daughter of the late Dr. George W. and Gertrude Berdan Mitchell. She was also
preceded in death by a son, Wesley Mitchell Norwood, and two grandsons, Kenneth
Scott Ambrose and Dr. Paul Wesley Ambrose. She was a bank officer at Orange
Savings and Loan in New Jersey. She was past president of the Woman's Club of
Huntington, past president of the Huntington Story League, member of the Buford
Chapter of the D.A.R. Huntington, Past Regent Whetstone Chapter, D.A.R.
Columbus, Ohio. a member of First United Methodist Church, a member of the
Dorcas Circle and a member of the Vagabonds. Survivors include a daughter,
Sharon Norwood Ambrose, President of St. Mary's Medical Center Foundation; a
son-in-law, Dr. Kenneth Paul Ambrose, Chair of Sociology/Anthropology, Marshall
University; and two great-granddaughters, Alexandria Ambrose and Britany Miller.
Friends may call from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday, at Chapman's Mortuary, Huntington.
In lieu of flowers. please make a donation to the Dr. Paul Wesley Ambrose
scholarship fund at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University,
1600 Medical Center Drive, Huntington, WV 25701 Attn: Linda Holmes. Dorothy had
a tremendous love of life and will be greatly missed by family and many friends.
Condolences may be extended to the family at www.chapmans-mortuary.com
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oral History interview with Mrs. Dorothy Mitchell
Norwood conducted by Matthew McGinnis, on June 6, 1983.

Full name and maiden name?
Full name is Dorothy Mitchell Norwood, Mrs. Clarence M
Norwood. And my maiden name was Dorothy Mitchell.
Okay. And what is your present address and zip code?
You already took my present address. 1235 ½ 8th Street,
Huntington, 25701.
Okay. ~nd what's your phone number?
529-2499.
Your age?
Seventy-four.
And date of birth?

Okay, today's date is June 6t\ 1983. This is the
interview ... the interview is taking place at 6121 Gideon
Road, Huntington, West Virginia. And I am the interviewer,
Matt McGinnis. Okay, where did you grow up?

I grew up in well most of my childhood was spent in New Jersey.
But I was born in New York State and from that as a baby I
moved to Texas, and came back to New Jersey when I was two
years old. And lived there for many years.

Okay. What are some of your favorite memories of your
childhood?
That's a large order. Well, I used to like school, for one thing. I
liked school much I couldn't wait to go back. I used to want
people at home to read spelling words to me and ask me
questions, even when I was a little girl. Because I just wanted to
know and I always loved reading. I used to love the library,
even when I was a very little girl, I loved the library. I used to
have, I h'a d a library card when I was about seven, and I got my
own books. And I always knew, even when I was very small,
that I would always want to travel. In fact, when I was seven
years old, I wrote a little poem about how I was going to be
traveling all my life. And I did. Well, another thing, you said
something about the war. Do you want anything about the war?

Sure.
All right. Well, this is about World War I And I was just a
child at the time. I was nine years old when we went into the
war. But I remembered it very well. And it was very different
from the wars we've had since, because, well, for instance, you
may have studied about the Vietnam War and how everybody
hated it and nobody wanted to go. And even World War II,
people were quite so anxious to go. But World War I, everybody
wanted to go. Everybody was so patriotic. We were fighting
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Germany at that time, and Germany had a, well, they called him
the Kaiser, which was like an emperor. And we had slogans,
"Kill the Kaiser, kill the Kaiser. " And unfortunately, even
anybody who was even of German descent, was ostracized. Not
that there was anything wrong with them, but we hated the
Germans so very much, that we didn't even like people with
German names. And lots ofpeople had to change their German
names. People in business, for instance. Well, all the young
men were so anxious to go ... they even lied about their ages, and
tried to see if they could be drafted. And I remember I lived with
a cousin at that time, and he wasn't quite heavy enough. You
had to be a certain height and weight. Well, the height you
couldn't change. But he wasn't heavy enough. So they, he and
his boyfriend ate bananas and water in order to make their
weight heavy enough so they could enlist. And all these young
men went off to Germany to war. Not to Germany, to France,
the war was with Germany. But it was fought in France. And
they just didn't know what they were in for at all. Because in
those days war was fought only with guns, not the way it is
today, with technology. And they had only six weeks training in
how to shoot a gun. And most of them were only eighteen years
old. And that isn't so much older than you are. At eighteen
what would you think about getting on a troop ship and going to
a foreign country? Walking down a lovely road on a summer's
day in France and being ordered to turn right. I only saw this in
the movies and I was told about it, that this was the way it
happened. And as soon as they turned right in the little woods,
they were all mowed down. Shot! And that's the way they went,
they were infiltrated. My cousins and people, and they were in
the infantry, which means foot soldiers, of course. It was over
for this country in a about a year. And I can remember, this was
3

the time ... no, I was nine years old this time. I can remember
Armistice Day. That was November 11 1\ 1911, 1918 rather.
I'm sorry, I had it wrong. And the entire city went crazy. All the
whistles, everything that could make a noise, made a noise. And
I went downtown. I don't know whether I was with friends or
not. Everybody was screaming and yelling the war was over.

What's Armistice Day?
Armistice Day ... Armistice means cessation of hostilities. It's
peace. That was what it meant. The Germans surrendered.
And the allies, that was the French, English and United States,
were the victors. And they signed an agreement ofpeace. And
all our soldiers came home. But my cousin, who had gone with
his boyfrzend from school, with two eighteen year olds. He
came home but his boyfriend didn't. His boyfriend had been
shot right beside him and killed. Well, that was all for World
War I. Well, maybe the next thing I could tell you about ....
This isn't childhood. This was what your friend here was
interested in. that's when I was eighteen years old. Another girl
and I bought an, a Model A Ford, not a Model T, a Model A,
which was the one after the Model T And we were going to see
the world.

How ... what year was this?
This was 1927.

Mmh, okay.
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We wanted to go to California. Of course, I had graduated from
high school when I was fourteen, so I didn't have any reason not
to go. We took this Model A Ford and we drove to California.
Well, the roads aren't like they are today. And there weren't
motels like there are today. They had what we called, or what
they called, tourist cabins, which were just plain little cabins
with nothing in them at all, sometimes just the frame of a bed.
And one place across the country, I do remember, they did have
a little guest plate in it. You know what a guest plate is?
No.

Well, instead of a whole stove like we have, it was just a little,
little framework, of course it was connected to the gas, with just
the two burners and that was it. And the woman who owned this
place was very hesitant about letting me rent this cabin. She
said, "Are you sure you understand about gas? " This was the
middle of the country and I came from the Eastern part of the
country where we were more advanced. Yes, I knew all about
gas. We camped across the country. The Mississippi River was
in flood that year. It flooded so badly that we were the last car
that crossed at Shreveport, Louisiana, and no other cars got
across for several weeks. We went through the dessert. Going
through the dessert they didn't have highways like they have
today. They had what they called washboard roads. Do you
know what a washboard is?
1

Yes, the [inaudible] .. .

Yes. But it has, it 's sort of rippled up and down. Well, these
washboard roads were made like that. And the reason for it
5

was, because in the, out in the west they have sand storms a
great deal. And the washboard road kept, made it a little easier
to find your way along the road if the sand got pretty heavy.
And sometimes the sand did. We were caught in one sand storm.
We went in a drugstore because we were always thirsty and
hungry. And in the drugstore they had closed the door, and of
course, the windows. And they had ... oh, let's see, cloth stuffed
all around the doors and the windows. But even so, after the
sand storm was over, we were up to ankles in sand in the storm.
It just came right under anything, under the doors and frames.
And we had to dig our car out of the sand. We went through
Arizona, we went in the Grand Canyon, we took a mule down, a
mule train down the Grand Canyon. Halfway down the Grand
Canyon my mule got a little tired and it laid down and rolled
over on 'my camera, which I had attached to the saddle. And oh,
we saw cliff dwellings in Arizona. This is all desert. You ride
for a long time and we were just in the desert. And then you find
these great rock faces with ... it looks like little holes in them, but
you can climb up and there's where the Indians, the cave
dwellers, used to live. And we did finally get to California. We
thought we were going to get there, well, you know how long it
would take you today to drive to California. It took us, let's see,
we started in March, and we arrived in June.
That's a long time!

It was a long time.
Did it cost a lot of money?
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No. It didn't cost a lot of money at all. Well, of course, you
can't use, you can't really compare money, you can't
understand what money today and what money then compared,
because the value is so very different. A dollar then, well, what
you could buy for a dollar then, you couldn't buy for fifty dollars
today, in many ways. Oh, what else can I tell you?
Like, what were some of your expenses? Like gas cost a lot,
and your food?
Well, I can't possibly remember what the gas cost. I know
overnight in these tourists cabins, it was usually, the really nice
ones were a dollar.

And ifyou have traveled very much in the last couple ofyears
around here ...
Sixty to a hundred, yeah .
... how much the.... Of course, there is no comparison to the
accommodations. The food, I don't know. I really haven't any
idea. We cooked a lot of our food on the way. It cost very little,
compared to today. Well, even later, later when I was married,
just for a little comparison on food costs, when I was married, I
had a maid at that time, and she did the food shopping. And one
day I gave her a dollar, one dollar, to go and buy the food for
dinner. And she bought a half a ham and some vegetables.
A half a ham for a dollar?
7

Mmm-hmm, a half a ham ... and some vegetables.

Geez. That's a lot of food for just a dollar. What about the
movies? Did they cost a lot?
Oh, no ... well, when I was a child, we only went to movies on
Saturday mornings. Children only went to movies on Saturday
mornings because that's when they had programs which were
suitable for children. I'm speaking of up to about ten years old.
And the price was five cents.

Five cents! That's pretty good.
Yes. And when I got to be a little older and we could go
downtown to movies, we paid more for it then. They got to be
quite expensive. They got to be fifteen cents. Of course, movies
were silent, needless to say, and black and white. And instead of
having any music on the soundtrack, it was always a piano down
in front and somebody playing the piano. And in the early days
then they always had vaudeville acts. A good movie house
would have vaudeville acts. You would see a movie and then
you'd see the vaudeville acts.

What's vaudeville acts?
Well, uh ... I have to try to think what you would compare it with
today. Well, you would pull a show on t. v. with comics and
somebody telling jokes and somebody dancing, acrobats ... live
performers.
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0 h, they would be livie performers?
Live performers, this was vaudeville. But not a play, not a story,
just acts: song, dance, jokes, onstage.

Live onstage performances?
Onstage, yes, right.

You got that for a nickel?
No, that was fifteen cents, that was the expensive one, yes.

Did they have like news on the movies or something?
;

Not ... that came later. Later on. Well, by the time ... yes, yes,
they had news. In fact, that was a very important of that. They
showed, during World War L they showed war scenes. Not like
they do today because they didn't have correspondents at the
front.

Yes. It just showed like pictures of where it was and
everything?
The troop ship leaving and that kind of thing. They had to be
rather secret about it though, because.... Oh I can tell you a
memory ... this is jumping ahead. But one war leads to another.
In World War II where I lived in New Jersey, we were worried
all the time about bombs. We were sure we were going to
bombed. Because that was a metropolitan area. And everybody
had to have blackout, what we call blackout curtains, covering
9

every window. And whenever we heard the sirens, something
like today they have sirens, well, I haven't heard them here in
Huntington. But in Columbus if there's a tornado watch. The
siren would come. That meant get your blackout curtains at
every window, turn out all lights. And even ifyou had a fire in
the fireplace, you had to extinguish that, because the sparks
could be seen in the chimney if an enemy plane were flying over.

They didn't want you to see ....
They didn 't want the enemy planes, because this is what we were
expecting was enemy planes to come over and drop bombs right
on us. And it was a frightening, a frightening thing, a terribly
frightening thing. And the children going to school. My
childreh going to school had to have blankets, blankets and cans
ofjuice and things like that. And if an air raid came in the day
time, they had to be prepared to go down to the basement of the
school to an air raid shelter and stay there and that's why they
had the blankets and cans ofjuice.

Sounds like it would be pretty scary.
Very.

Did anybody in your neighborhood have a bomb shelter or
anything like that?
No, the bomb shelters came later. They hadn't been invented at
that point.

I didn't really know about that. I'm not old yet.
10

Right.
Can you tell me a little bit about your traveling?

Oh, yes I Well, I did give you that one little bit about my travels
from here to California. And that time we had thought we were
just going to go to California and turn around and come back.
But we didn't. We stayed there. This was just a girlfriend and L
we stayed there for a year. Then when we came back, instead of
coming back by car, we took a boat through the Panama Canal,
and we stayed in Cuba. Today you can't go to Cuba, but then
Cuba was a friendly country. We stayed in Cuba and some
other friends of ours from New Jersey came down and met us in
Cuba. Ii was, Havana was a beautiful city then, very beautiful,
beautiful [inaudible}. And uh ... let's see ... other places where
I've gone. Bermuda. I went to Bermuda one time and always I
traveled just with girlfriends. The time we went to Bermuda, we
had, that should be a two-day trip from New York. But we got
out one day and there was a hurricane. And that was rather ... it
wasn 't ... I wasn't the least bit frightened. Nobody was
frightened. We were just too seasick, just completely seasick.
Because you would be, for instance, ifyou were on deck, you'd
see, first you'd see the front of the boat and then you wouldn't
see it any more. You would just see waves, because the waves
were, of course, higher than the ship itself It took us three days
to get to Bermuda. And when we got to Bermuda, I thought,
"Oh, it's going to be wonderful to get off this boat," which is
going from side to side and up and down and so forth. And you
know what happened? When we got to Bermuda, Bermuda was
going from side to side, to up and down, too! Not really, but
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that's what happens ifyou 're in a hurricane, you know, your
own equilibrium doesn't get back to normal for a while. Well,
later in life I went to, I've been to Portugal, which I enjoyed
very much, and to Scotland and England and France and
Germany and Switzerland and Austria and Belgium. Then I
went to Hawaii, which I dearly love. And Central America, a
place where nobody would want to go now. Guatemala.
Because there is so much revolution and guerrilla warfare and
so forth. But even when I was there, which was ... let me see,
what year would that have been? About 1970 perhaps. 1970,
there was a great deal of unrest in the country. I was visiting
friends who were connected with the American embassy there.
And when my host left for work every day, to go from home to
the embassy, he had to drive a different route every day so that
he couldn't be followed. Because shortly after that the next
American ambassador was murdered there.

Yeah, it'd be pretty scary.
Yes, but it wasn't scary for us, we just loved it.

Yes. What did you do down there?
For one thing, we went, we took a plane trip into the jungles.
Have you ever heard of the Mayan civilization?

Yes.
Well, we went into the jungles where the remains of the Mayan
civilization was, where you'd see these tremendously impressive
ruzns. You'd wonder how on earth they ever could have made
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these temples. Because there were no roads, never any roads
into there. And they never had the wheel, which is very simple
invention. But ifyou stop to think of it, so much of what we do
in construction depends upon the wheel for moving things. They
didn't have beasts of burden. How they'd ever do it, no one ever
knew. This was a lost civilization, the remnants of a lost
civilization. But the workmanship was beautiful, the carvings
and sculpture and so forth.
What did you do in Europe while you were there?
Well, let's see ... Portugal was the country I liked the best. And
there we rented a Mercedes, a used, small cars mostly in
Europe, because the roads are smaller. And we traveled, just
traveled all over Portugal just looking at all the interesting
places. I went, we went swimming a lot. We loved the beaches.
The beaches in Portugal aren't like here. Because here when
you leave the beach, you 're just going on level land. But there
there's these tremendous rocky cliffs, they 're really mountains
that rise right up out of the water. And it's beautiful. And in
some of the places its like grottos. Where they, the water has
eroded under them and made grottos and archways, that's kind
offun to go in.
1

Was there any sand on the beach?
Oh, yes. Beautiful sand, beautifid sand. Plenty for a beach.
[inaudibleJ

That' d be interesting to see. Did you visit London and
England?
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.Oh, yes, we visited London and England. And I saw the
changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace. We were
standing on the street corner when Queen Elizabeth rode by.
She was very pretty to look at, better than her pictures. Saw
[inaudible} Street and Westminster Abbey. Went to theaters.
They had wonderful theaters in London.
Like live theater or .... ?

Oh, live, yes, live. Yes. I have always loved live theater. We
don't have live theater here in Huntington. But that's one thing
I missed when I lived in New Jersey. It was just thirty-three
minutes from New York. And we saw every play that ever came
on Broadway while I lived there. We loved it.
That'd be fun. Yes, the only thing we have around here is
the Mountaineer Dinner Theater.

Yes. Well, that's nice.
Have you been there?

Yes, mmm-hmm.
Were you ever in Paris?
Yes. Not for very long. Not long enough to really enjoy it. But I
loved it, I would liked to have gone back. We just had one quick
little trip around the city, was about all it was. We had one
interesting experience in France. We were traveling through
Normandy. And it was late in the day and we stopped at a
14

restaurant. This time there were three of us, one man and two
women. And we went to the restaurant, very nice restaurant,
and we picked up the menu and decided what we wanted to have
to eat. And nobody came near us, but everybody else in the
restaurant was being waited on. And we couldn't ... they just
ignored us, and we couldn't figure out what it was. And after
awhile we looked around and we realized all the other people in
the restaurant were men. And we found out, and this wasn't all
that long ago, about twenty years ago, we found out that women
don't usually go to restaurants, just the men go to restaurants;
the women stayed home. And they just weren't going to serve
us, that's all. So when we figured this out, we just got up and
left. And we rode on a few more miles and we came to another
place and we went in there and we asked them if they would
serve us; before we sat down and they said yes, but they put us in
a private room so the English wouldn't have to see us.

Did you know all the languages?
No, indeed, we didn't. And I would certainly recommend that
you children today should certainly learn languages. There's so
many reasons for doing it. One reason is because you
understand English better because so many of our words come
from other languages. And ifyou ever do travel abroad, which I
hope you do, you'll enjoy it so much more ifyou can talk with
people. And also, it helps ifyou want to ask questions. And
more and more we 're having more of an international flavor
about our lives here. There'll be more people coming from
other countries. We'll go to other countries. And you can never
really understand a country or a people unless you can talk with
them.
15

How did you get what you wanted? Did you know how to
speak like on .... ?
No, the unfortunate part is in some ways I think countries, other
countries are smarter than we are. And all countries in Europe
children learn English right away. Everyone learns English.
There's hardly any place in the world that's you can 'tfind
someone who speaks English. Not everybody, but at least the
people in hotels and so forth. That's why they 're smarter than
we are. By the way, I did forget to tell you ... one place where I
traveled that I liked, I said Portugal was the place I liked best.
It wasn't, Australia was. I loved Australia. I went to Australia
and New Zealand and Tahiti and Fiji and those places I liked.
i

Did you see any Koala bears?
I sure did, lots of them.

Are they as cute as they are on t.v.?
They are. You don't get close to them. Actually they uh, they 're
night time animals. They sleep in the day time and the day time
they just go up in the Eucalyptus trees and they 're like little
teddy bears of course. It looks like they just put their little arms
aroitnd the branches of the Eucalyptus tree and they sleep. And
of course, the leaves are heavy and you wouldn't even see them
unless you had them pointed out to you. Of course, a keeper in
the zoo where we went did pick one off a branch and bring it
do-wn, hold it in his arms so we could see it real close. And we
saw lots of kangaroos.
16

Did they have like a big pouch or could you see it when they
hopped by?
Kangaroo? (Yes) No. You couldn't see it. I mean, I didn't see
any kangaroos with baby kangaroos in the pouch, if that's what
you mean, but you did ... you couldn't see it. They can go very
fast and they really look funny. The way they, they look as
though they 're off balance, you know. And then when they sit on
their tails, that's even funnier. It looks so different from other
animals.

Those big ears.
Yes. Well, it seems like I've given you a lot. Do you want to
come to an end of this or wind it up or whatever? Do you have
some other points?

Oh, I was just asking questions.
Oh ... right, yes. Well how much do you need?

Well, let me ask about The Depression. What was that like?
Did that hit you hard?
Yes. It hit very hard, actually. But very different than in
Huntington, I find out. Huntington has always been in a
different economic status than New Jersey, where I came from.
There have always been more poor people here. And in talking
with people in Huntington who went through The Depression, I
found out they even had a problem with having enough to eat, it
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was that bad. The minister in my church was talking one day,
he was talking about-how we brought this up I don 't
remember-but he said he always loved cemeteries. And he said
he wondered "Why on earth do I love cemeteries, " and he
remembered when he was a child during The Depression his
father used to take him into the cemeteries because dandelions
grew there and they would go all through the cemeteries and dig
up these dandelions and take them home to cook them to eat.
And that was about all they had, except rice and beans, during
The Depression. And I've heard other people in Huntington say
that too, that .. ..[phone ringing in background].... That they
really felt it really badly. Where I came from, it ... goodness
knows I was very, very much influenced by The Depression, but
in a different way. My husband, that is before we were married,
he had a
END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2

... actually the great market crash came in 1929. in 1932 we
were in the midst of The Depression. It was still very, very bad.
And uh, one thing that happened up North, they were ... people
had apples and [inaudible} ...jobs for selling apples on corners,
street corners, just to get some money. But it didn't affect my
family or anyone I knew that closely. But my husband had a
very fine job. He was a treasurer of a company. It was the
DeForest Radio Company. And the thing that might interest you
about that, the president of the company was Lee DeForest, who
was the man who invented the radio tube. And the radio tube
was what made the radio work. I remember the very first radio
when it was invented. We didn't have tubes. It was just, you
had a little piece of, it was like Orr, it was like galena, and a
18

little piece of wire and headphones and you moved this galena
over and that was the very beginning, and you were so thrilled if
you heard voices coming out of the [inaudible}. But when this
Lee DeForest invented the radio tube, then the radio as we know
it today, came into being. And my husband or the man whom I
then married was treasurer of this company. And he also was
treasurer of another company, the Jenkins Television Company.
And a man in the Jenkins Television Company, was named Al
Dumont. And he was the one who invented what we call the
cathode-ray, which is the big tube in the t. v. which makes it
work. And so what I'm getting at is, the man I was about to
marry had a very wonderful job and the Depression was
happening all around. But you just didn 't believe it. And the
way it happened was, in big companies, the officers of the
companies were let go first because of course, they had the
biggest salaries. And ... but you just don't believe it, ifyou've
had a big job and a big salary. You just don't think that your
company is going to fold up but it did. And it was just two
months before we were to be married with a big wedding and
everything, that his company, the DeForest Radio Company,
went bankrupt, that was it. And there was no job. But he
couldn't believe that ... youjust don't believe that when you 're
that qualified and have had that big of a job, that you can be out
on (he street. And, but actually, he didn't find another job. We
did get married two months later, but he didn't find another job
until ... let's see ... it was about six months later. And it was a
very discouraging time, believe me. And well, once he did have
another job, things picked up and we never had any problems or
the people whom I knew, didn't have any problems with the
economy or .... Although a lot ofpeople lost their homes in that
Depression, a great many did, because in those days just as
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people do today, when you buy a house most people don't buy a
house for cash, they take a mortgage. And a mortgage means
you have to pay so much every month for a good many years,
until you pay it off Well, ifyou lose your job and can't pay your
mortgage every month, what happens is they foreclose and you
lose your house. And that happened to many people in those
days. But not to me, fortunately.

Yeah. Like it would be pretty bad ... they say we went
through a second depression, but it doesn't sound half as
bad as that.
Oh, nothing like that, nothing. Nothing like that.

What ~bout the Great Market crash? [phone ringing in
background- tape off/on]
Okay, now shall I start that over? You asked about the market
crash. That occurred in 1929. I was not involved in that and my
family were not. But I know actually what happened, again it
was a case ofpeople who had great holdings of stocks and
bonds, just couldn't believe that they would go down in value
and they kept buying a margin, which means borrowing in order
to keep what they had. And then when the value of the stocks
went down and down and down, they just suddenly found they
were wiped out, they had nothing at all. And it was bad. People
who had had a lot of money were jumping out of windows in
Wallstreet in New York. But again, this did not touch my life at
all.

You mean literally jumping out windows?
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Literally, yes.

Mmh, that's pretty bad. Okay. Well, that's about it, okay.
Okay.

__ Okay. Thanks a lot.
You 're very welcome.

END

OF INTERVIEW
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